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KOMEN WISCONSIN MAKES $200,000 INVESTMENT FOR BREAST CANCER PATIENTS
Funds to Provide Financial Assistance for Breast Cancer Patients Undergoing Treatment in Southeast
Wisconsin
MILWAUKEE – April 14, 2020 – Susan G. Komen® Wisconsin announced today an immediate

investment in its commitment to supporting area residents dealing with a breast cancer diagnosis
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Komen Wisconsin Breast Cancer Assistance Fund (The Fund)
provides financial assistance for local patients dealing with the crippling costs associated with breast
cancer treatment.
"The Fund is a vitally important resource for our neighbors undergoing breast cancer treatments
during this unprecedented health crisis," said Nikki Panico, Executive Director, Komen Wisconsin.
"The program will provide support to overcome barriers that may prevent breast cancer patients from
accessing the care they need at this time. No one should push aside their treatment plan or forego
appointments in fear of financial hardship."
About the Fund
Each year, the Komen Fund contributes close to $500,000 to support local women who may not
otherwise be able to afford the quality and timely care they need. At this uncertain time, many breast
cancer patients are facing the added stress of lost income and/or insurance, so we are focusing a
portion of the dollars to aftermath from COVID-19. The Fund covers limited costs associated with
breast cancer treatment, such as insurance bills, as well as food, rent, utilities, transportation and
other essential expenses. To be eligible, patients must have incomes at or below 300% of the federal
poverty line ($38,280 for an individual) and have an active breast cancer diagnosis.
COVID-19 & Breast Health Screenings
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Centers for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC) recommends
healthy women of average risk should delay their routine breast cancer screening until later this year.
This recommendation reflects the CDC’s guidelines to minimize exposure to and the potential
spreading of COVID-19, and to help support the health care system's need to focus scarce health
care capacity and resources on managing the pandemic.
If people are displaying warning signs for breast cancer, they should contact their health provider to
determine their need for diagnostic imaging. Patients in need are also urged to contact Komen
Wisconsin for referrals to free or low-cost diagnostic testing, as necessary.

For more information on The Fund, email info@komenwisconsin.org or call the Komen Wisconsin
Breast Cancer Assistance Fund Monday – Friday from 9am – 4pm at 1-877-910-7465. For more
information on COVID-19 and breast health, visit komenwisconsin.org/covid-19.
####
About Susan G. Komen® Wisconsin

Komen Wisconsin fights breast cancer on two fronts: at home in Wisconsin by providing breast health
and breast cancer services for those who cannot afford them, and globally by funding cutting edge
research to find cures. Komen Wisconsin has raised $33.5 million since its inception in 1999, with
over $26.5 million invested in Wisconsin to save lives locally and over $7 million invested to fund
research to save lives all over the world. Komen Wisconsin is part of the national Susan G. Komen
organization, the largest private funder in the fight against breast cancer. For more information, visit
KomenWisconsin.org.

